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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER RULE 1.97 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §1.56 and in accordance with 37 
CFR §1.97, enclosed is a copy of the Information Disclosure Citation Form PTO-1449 together 
with copies of the documents cited on that form. It is respectfully requested that the cited 
documents be considered and that the enclosed copy of the information Disclosure Citation Form 
PTO-1449 be initialed by the Examiner to indicate such consideration and a copy thereof 
returned to applicants 

Generally pursuant to 37 CFR §§1.97(b)(3) and 1.97(e)(1), it is hereby stated that each 
item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or related foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure 
Statement. The IDS is being filed prior to the first office action on the merits. 



Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.97, the submission of this Information Disclosure Statement is not 
to be construed as a representation that a search has been made and is not to be construed as an 
admission that the information cited in this statement is material to patentability. 
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